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A NOTE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents,
This year has certainly been an interesting journey, and it’s been very gratifying
seeing our school community return to a greater sense of normalcy as the year
progressed. Through it all, your children have been the most adaptable of us all,
impressing us at every turn with their academic, social, and character growth.
I would like to take some time to recognize some outstanding East faculty
members who are retiring from East after many years of fantastic contributions.
Of course, I can’t do justice in this limited space in describing the incredible East
careers of these fine people, but I wanted to express my heartfelt appreciation in
a public way:

Cheri Adams has been a dedicated special education paraeducator, now
retiring after about 20 years at East, for most of that time in our preschool
program. Cheri is an earnest and hard worker, always working to meet the needs

Dr. Mark Richardson

of all the children she serves. She has a heart of gold, regularly taking on added
responsibilities without complaint, always to provide a safe, happy environment
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for our students.
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Brenda Capps for about 25 years; she and I were partner 5th grade teachers at Central. When

we needed a great teacher to step in when we were in need, I was able to convince Brenda to leave semiteaching retirement and come to East. Brenda is retiring as a kindergarten teacher, where she is loved by her
students, colleagues, and parents. She has such a caring, positive relationship with her students, and she
delights in them all.

Jennie Northcutt is retiring after serving over 20 years here teaching children with special needs. Jennie is a
tremendous advocate for her students, constantly searching for ways to help them be successful in all they
do. I’ve always enjoyed watching Jennie beam with satisfaction and pride for her students when they meet
goals and shine at school. Her compassionate, positive presence will be missed here at East.

Gracia Denton has served as a special education paraeducator for almost 20 years at East. During that
time, I have seen strong bonds forged between Gracia and her many students. Gracia has always been
willing to take on difficult situations and play a key role in helping each of her students overcome challenging
circumstances.
I’m going to mention the next two folks together because they are two peas in a pod. I don’t know what I
would have done over these many years without

Helen Hurst and Vicki Thomson. They are the fuel that

makes our school go every day. From organizing and working carpool, to working with students individually, to
helping teachers prepare for exciting lessons, or stepping into classrooms when we need someone to take
the teaching reins, Helen and Vicki are always willing to do whatever is necessary to serve the best interests
of your children. They have been here at least 25 years, since before my time, and I don’t know what I’ll do
without these fine ladies.
Finally,

Lisa Smythe is retiring from our front office. Lisa is a glowing ray of sunshine that has permeated our

school for over 20 years. She greets everyone with a smile and a positive word every day. She has such
outstanding southern grace and charm that is perfect for initial encounters in our front office. And, most
importantly, she laughs at my jokes. Folks feel better after seeing Lisa, and she, like everyone on this list, will
be greatly missed at East.
I’d also like to take a moment to thank

Katie Howell, who has done an outstanding job as PTO President this

year. Katie is such a servant, with such an enthusiasm to accomplish whatever will make our school become a
better place. No obstacle is too great for Katie in her efforts to serve and make great things happen at East!
Thanks for being such a positive, happy leader, Katie!
I’d be remiss not to thank

Lauren Cater for the excellent job she has done putting together the East Express

each month. Lauren has a flair for design, and this publication always looks outstanding.
Finally, I must thank

Cindy Echols, without whom I may find myself lost. Cindy handles so many behind the

scenes, crucial functions at East that require a high degree of detail, organization, and work. Additionally,
she is my regular advisor, sounding board, and friend, who regularly makes me laugh. Thank you, Cindy!
Thank you for your ongoing support, and I hope that all of you have a happy, safe summer!
Still Having a Wonderful Time at

Have a Wonderful Time at School! -Mark
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Recently the kids in our PE program raised $2,325 for the American Heart Association.

This

happened because our PE teachers chose to participate in the Heart Challenge event. Well done
Debra Broome, Allison Charles, and Lenley Faust!

Congratulations to Kristen Snable, who was awarded a grant of over $2,000 for robotics
equipment to be used in our fifth grade.

If you shop at Publix, please continue to designate East as a partner. We recently received a
check from Publix for over $500 because many of you do just that. This money helps in so many
ways, giving us extra opportunities to purchase learning tools or fund teacher training. You can
find out more information here: https://corporate.publix.com/community/corporatecampaigns/publix-partners

CONGRATULATIONS

Cassie Thompson Named Shawntel Jones
Volunteer of the Year 2021-2022
The East PTO Volunteer of the Year Award is named in memory of Shawntel Jones, PTO
President of East in 2010-2011. She was a wonderful leader for our PTO--kind, thoughtful,
productive, encouraging, and thorough. We are proud to announce Cassie Thompson is this
year's recipiant. Cassie exemplified these characteristics. She continuously and joyfully
contributes to the goals of the East PTO each year.

PTO NEWS
Katie Howell, VHEE PTO President

Hi Everyone,
I can not believe that the end of the 2021-2022 school year is upon us, and it has been a
wonderful year because of each of you. Your time, your support and your willingness to help
with any and everything has been such a gift to our amazing school. Our 5th graders have
been celebrated with the Talent Show and 5th grade party thanks to Beth Bradford and
Megan Drumm. May Day Play Day was a wonderful day filled with bounce houses, relays,
crafts, Dancin with the DJ and so much more. We would like to thank Haley Cupp, Shelley
Gardner, and Bridget Patterson for their amazing leadership which made the day a complete
success.
A huge round of applause goes out to this year's Executive Board - Ashley Groves, Lindsay
Handey, Lauren Hayes, Jennifer Mummert, Allison Woodruff, Lauren Cater, Morgan Choat, and
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Cassie Thompson. This year would not have been
possible without each of the amazing gifts that you
brought to your positions. All of these positions take so
much time, effort and a true desire to put our school
as a true priority and these amazing ladies made that
choice, each and every day this year, THANK YOU

UPCOMING
DATES
5/26: Last Day for

from the bottom of my heart!

Students-2 hr dismissal
To all of the hard-working individuals who chaired
fundraisers, projects, and school events, THANK YOU!
You are what makes the PTO what it is, and you have

Early-Mid July: Watch

always been ready and willing to serve our school.
Mark Richardson and Cindy Echols, you are what
makes this school the loving, productive, kind place
where we love to send our children. It has been such
an honor to see both of you do what you were made
for each and everyday. East parents, you have gifted
our school with your support, money, encouragement,
and time in too many ways to count, and we are truly

Out for Announcement
to Renew Your PTO
Membership & Update
Membership Toolkit
Information

grateful.
If you are interested in getting involved in the PTO for
the 2022-23 school year, do not hesitate to reach out
to incoming PTO President, Ashley Groves at
ashleyabarron@yahoo.com. Have a wonderful Summer
and we can not wait to see you back in August!

Go East Eagles,
Katie Howell

SUPPORT VHEE PTO
THROUGH SUMMER

Follow Us on Social
Media for Summer
Announcements &
Possible Events!

Follow
Us on
Social
Media

Get Connected for Our
Latest News & Updates
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THIS MONTH'S FEATURED
PLATNIUM SPONSORS
Thank you for your support of East!

https://nicolehardekopf.arcrealtyco.com/

EAST EXPRESS

PAGE 5

MAY

2022

THIS MONTH'S FEATURED
PLATNIUM SPONSORS
Thank you for your support of East!

https://vhumc.org/

https://www.raypoynor.com/agent/blair-moss/
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Corporate
PIE SPONSORS
PLATINUM

Yanosky Orthodontics

Chick-Fil-A

Angela Stevens / Realty South

McDonald's

Norris Orthodontics

Megan Kincaid / ARC Realty

Blair Moss / Ray Poynor

Blair Smith Interiors

Medplex

Big Color

Farris, Riley and Pitt, LLC

Bandwagon

Duncan & Thompson Construction

VHUMC

Vestavia Title / Mark Gualano

VH Pediatric Dentistry

Urgent Care for Children

Seeds Garden Design

Vestavia F3

Nicole Hardekopf / ARC Realty

Emily Getty/Realty South

Gus's Fried Chicken

Eco Three

GOLD

Susan Klyce Interior Design

The Lili Pad

Brasfield & Gorrie

SILVER
Drew & Sarah Stevens

Cafe Iz

Pulmonary Medicine Associates

Piggly Wiggly

Cater Design & Landscape

Total Garden Scapes

Scott & Katie Howell

Noto Home Builders

Rees Denham / Keller Williams

BRONZE
Marianne Strong Interiors

Ashley Hood/ Rodan & Fields

Taco Mama

Dear Emmaline

Asia Rug Company

Backyard Market

Connect Pediatric Speech Specialists

Nothing Bundt Cakes
Narrows Dentistry
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Family
PIE SPONSORS

PLATINUM
Will & Ann Berkmeier

GOLD

Jason & Christy Dillon

Rees & Amanda Denham
Jordan & Elizabeth Jones

SILVER

BRONZE

Ammar & Sloan Almehmi

Matt & Angie Anderegg

Jeff & Meredith Lees

Chad and Alicia Austin

Davis & Shannon Browne

Ryan & Lindsey Lutz

Wes & Jordan Caudell

Will & Andrea Martin

Joe and Megan Drumm

Justin & Suzanne Mayfield

Traci Fassina

David & Lowrey McCabe

Michael & Lindsay Booth
Jason & Katie Bushby
Eric & Melissa Cates

Adam & Barcley Gerndt

Ryan & Anna McClendon

Jonathan & Ann Cunningham

Michael & Celia Grammas

Levi & Elizabeth Mixon

Stephen & Alyssa Daniels

Tucker & Ashley Groves

Michael & Jennifer Mummert

Brad & Valencia Garrett

Jonathan & Lindsay Handey

Daniel & Pary Payne

John & Paige Hedrick

Michael & Katie Powell

Michael & Martha Hovater

Michael & Laura Prewitt

Brian & Dane Hoven

Ken Riley

John & Ty Howell

Butch & Lindsey Roebuck

Ray & Joanna Jones

Howard & Shea Hunn

Trey & Jennifer Smith

Ryan & Mary Austin Jones

Brad & Mary Johnson

Loren Spiller

Jason & Amber Kessler

Bill & Lauren Jones

John & Kira Stridd

Charles & Robyn Kown

Clark & Elizabeth Worrell

Mark & Anna Gualano
Brett & Lydia Hollett
Nathaniel & Lindsey Humphreville

Scott & Julie Kirkpatrick

Bill & Sarah Kay Wos

Walker & Heather May
Christopher & Margot Morrow
Edwin & Blair Moss
Trey & Jennifer Nelson
Luke & Katie Newell

Partners in Education (PIE) is a program by which individuals and

Nathan & Becky Reamey

businesses can support VHEE through donations of money, goods or

Joel & Whitney St. Laurent

services. These individuals and businesses are recognized throughout
the year in many ways including monthly school publications. PIE is

Patrick & Marianne Strong

supported by the Vestavia Hills Chamber of Commerce and all

Matt & Jen Stuenkel

donations directly benefit the students of Vestavia Hills Elementary

Doug & Sharon Williams
Jared & Melissa Wood
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East. To become a sponsor and learn more please contact Lindsay
Handey at pievhee@gmail.com.
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